Guidance for All Court Proceedings During COVID-19 Pandemic
(For Proceedings on or after June 1, 2020)
On or after June 1 until further updated1:
NOTE: Courts are not required to commence in-person proceedings on June 1 and should
include in their discussions with the county judge/mayor and local health authority a proper
date for commencing in-person hearings under the operating plan.
•

Courts should use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.2
All proceedings, both essential and non-essential, should occur remotely (such as by
teleconferencing, videoconferencing, or other means) unless litigants or other court participants
are unable to successfully participate in a remote hearing for reasons beyond the court's
control. 3 Courts may need to conduct hybrid hearings in certain proceedings.

•

Jury trials must not be held until further guidance is issued by the Office of Court
Administration (expected to be released no later than mid-May for proceedings in the
summer). It is anticipated that jury trials can safely resume in the summer; however, due to the
unique nature of these proceedings, special attention must be provided to ensure the safety of
jurors and others in these large group gatherings. Specific guidance to assist jurisdictions in
planning resumption of jury proceedings will be issued soon.

•

Prior to any court holding in-person proceedings, other than essential hearings that cannot be
conducted remotely because doing so is not possible or practicable,4 the local administrative
district judge for a county or the presiding judge of a municipal court, as applicable, must submit
an operating plan for all courts in the county or municipality to the Regional Presiding Judge.s

o

Each local administrative district judge must attempt to confer with judges of all courts
with courtrooms in county buildings, including district judges, county court at law
judges, county judges, justices of the peace, associate judges, magistrates, and chief
justices of the courts of appeals where applicable.

1 It is possible that some of the limitations and restrictions may be modified or removed as public health officials
indicate those are necessary or possible.
2
See Twelfth Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 State of Disaster, #4.
3
Courts who need technical assistance with remote proceedings may contact the Office of Court Administration at
zoomhelp@txcourts.gov.
4 Essential proceedings include, but are not limited to, criminal magistration proceedings, CPS removal hearings,
temporary restraining orders/ temporary injunctions, juvenile detention hearings, family violence protective
orders, and certain mental health proceedings. Guidance issued since March 26 has required all essential hearings
to be conducted remotely unless holding the proceeding remotely is not possible or feasible.
5
This process is similar to the requirement for the Local Administrative District Judge and Municipal Court
Presiding Judge to preside over a court security committee involving all affected courts as required by Secs.
29.014, 30.00007(b)(6), and 74.092(a)(13), Government Code.

