Sharen Wilson

Criminal District Attorney

Sharen Wilson took oﬃce as the Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant County in January 2015. As the leader of Tarrant County’s largest “law
ﬁrm”, Sharen has modernized the oﬃce by reorganizing its resources and creating new specialized units to meet the changing criminal justice
needs of the nation’s 15th most populous county. She created the ﬁrst special units for the prosecution of Intimate Partner Violence and Elder
Financial Fraud, two increasingly prevalent crimes in Tarrant County. In the spirit of her commitment to equal justice for all, she also created
the county’s ﬁrst Conviction Integrity Unit, which has quickly earned a national reputation for its innovative, integrated approach.
Among her achievements, Sharen has led the way statewide in ensuring accountability and transparency in the criminal justice system. She
has developed comprehensive Discovery Compliance protocols for law enforcement agencies and crime labs – the ﬁrst such policies in Texas –
which have been adopted by DA’s oﬃces around the state. In its most recent session, the Texas Legislature passed recommendations for
district attorneys statewide regarding how to manage jailhouse informants, which were modeled after procedures created and implemented
by Sharen in Tarrant County. A ﬁscal conservative, she has managed the oﬃce to a budget surplus each year, and was featured by the Texas
District and County Attorneys Association for compiling the ﬁrst Annual Report to Tarrant County residents on the status of the Criminal District
Attorney’s oﬃce, which she has released each year of her tenure.
Sharen began her legal career as an Assistant District Attorney in the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s Oﬃce, where she went on to
become the ﬁrst female unit chief in the oﬃce’s history. After serving in private practice representing both civil and criminal clients, she was
appointed by then-Governor Bill Clements to the bench of Tarrant’s Criminal District Court No. 1. During her 23 award-winning years on the
bench, she earned a reputation for being Tarrant County’s toughest criminal judge – but always fair.
She is board certiﬁed in Criminal Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization, and is the past chair of the Criminal Law Specialization Exam
Committee for Texas. She has served as an adjunct professor for TCU and Texas Wesleyan School of Law, and on faculty for the National
Judicial College and National Center for State Courts.
Sharen grew up in the Amarillo area, where she graduated from Amarillo College, Texas Tech University, and the Texas Tech University School
of Law. In 2016, she was honored as a Distinguished Alumni by Texas Tech University Law School.
Sharen and her husband John reside in Fort Worth. They have four adult children, eight grandchildren and two dogs.
She is the ﬁrst woman to serve as Criminal District Attorney in Tarrant County since the oﬃce was established in 1919.

